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There is a specific broad consensus among us, that we ought to have education. Education
make us to realize the importance of our life, it teaches us the art of living in the society, we
learn civility, politeness, responsibility, generosity, tolerance etc., Educational experts and
authors stress its value to the individual, emphasizing its potential for positively influencing
students’ personal development, promoting autonomy, forming a cultural identity, or
establishing a career or occupation. Other analysts and authors emphasize education's
contributions to societal purposes, including good citizenship, shaping students into
productive members of society, thereby promoting society's general economic development,
and preserving cultural values and ethics.

HISTORIC INDIAN EDUCATION

Takshasila, was the earliest recorded centre of higher learning in India from possibly 8th
Century BC Era, and it is debatable whether it could be regarded a university or not in
modern sense, since teachers living there may not have had official membership of colleges,
and there did not seem to have existed purpose-built lecture halls and residential quarters in
Taxila, in contrast to the later Nalanda university in eastern India. Nalanda was the oldest
university-system of education in the world in the modern sense of university. There all
subjects were taught in Ariano - pali Language.

Secular institutions cropped up along Buddhist monasteries. These institutions imparted
practical education, e.g. medicine. A few urban learning centres became increasingly visible
from the period between 500 BCE to 400 CE. The important urban centres of learning
were Nalanda (in  modern-day Bihar) and Manassa in Nagapur, among others. These
institutions systematically imparted knowledge and attracted a number of foreign students to
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study topics such as Buddhist Pali literature, logic, grammar, etc. Chanakya, a teacher, was
among the most famous teachers, associated with founding of Mauryan Empire.

The upper castes and Brahmin gurus historically offered education by means of donations,
rather than charging fees or the procurement of funds from students or their guardians. Later,
stupas, temples also became centres of education; religious education was compulsory, but
secular subjects were also taught. Students were required to be brahmacaris or celibates. The
knowledge in these orders was often related to the tasks a section of the society had to
perform. The priest class, the upper castes, were imparted knowledge of religion, philosophy,
and other ancillary branches while the warrior class, the Kshatriya, were trained in the
various aspects of warfare. The business class, the Vaishya, were taught their trade and the
working class of the Shudras those who belong to Scheduled castes and Tribes were generally
deprived of educational advantages. The book of laws, the Manu smrti, and the treatise on
statecraft the Arthashastra were among the influential works of this era which reflect the
outlook and understanding of the world at the time.

MODERN INDIAN EDUCATION

Thomas Babington Macaulay (1800-1859), an individual who was instrumental in the
introduction of English as the medium of instruction for higher education in India. Elected to
the House of Commons of the United Kingdomin 1830 as a member of
the reformist Whig party, four years later Macaulay was named as an inaugural member of a
governing Supreme Council of India. Macaulay spent the next four years in India, where he
devoted his efforts to the reform of the criminal code of the colony and the establishment of
an educational system based upon the British model.

Macaulay held western culture in high esteem and saw his undertaking as a "civilizing
mission™: "We must at present do our best to form a class who may be interpreters between
us and the millions whom we govern; a class of persons, Indian in blood and colour, but
English in taste, in opinions, in morals, and in intellect. To that class, we may leave it to
refine the vernacular dialects of the country, to enrich those dialects with terms of science
borrowed from the Western vocabulary, and to render them by degrees’ fit vehicles for
conveying knowledge to the great mass of the population,” Macaulay declared. In
the independent nation of India which emerged in the second half of the 20th century, in
1947. Macaulay's name has become emblematic for the ills of colonialism. Macaulay and the
British education system have been blamed for producing a generation of Indians not proud
of their own distinct heritage and culture.

Speaking at a national seminar on "Decolonizing English Education™ in 2001, professor Kapil
Kapoor of Jawaharlal Nehru University declared that one of the by-products of mainstream
English language education in India today has been its tendency to "marginalize inherited
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learning™ and to have uprooted academics from traditional Indian modes of thought, inducing
in them "a spirit of self-denigration.

Author Rajiv Malhotra has lamented the "continuation of the policy on Indian education
started by the famous Lord Macaulay over 150 years ago" for the virtual banishment of
classic Indian literature from the country's higher academic institutions and the emergence of
a "new breed" of writers professing a "uniquely Indian Eurocentrism.

The word "education” is derived from the Latin educatio ("A breeding, a bringing up, a
rearing”) from educo ("'l educate, I train™) which is related to learn "I lead forth, | take out; |
raise up, Educationis the process of facilitating learning, or the acquisition
of knowledge, skills, values, ethics, beliefs, and habits. Educational methods
include storytelling, discussion, teaching, training, and  directed research.  Education
frequently takes place under the guidance of educators, but learners may also educate
themselves. Education can take place in formal or informal settings and any experience that
has a formative effect on the way one thinks, feels, or acts may be considered educational.
The methodology of teaching is called pedagogy. Education is commonly divided formally
into such stages as preschool or kindergarten, primary school, secondary school and
then college, university, or apprenticeship in vocational institutes like Industrial Training
Institutes (ITI).

Right to education has been recognized by some governments, including at the global level:
Article 13 of the United Nations' 1966 International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights recognizes a universal right to education.l In most regions education
is compulsory up to a certain age.

Plato founded the Academy in Athens, the first institution of higher learning in Europe. The
city of Alexandria in Egypt, established in 330 BCE, became the successor to Athens as the
intellectual cradle of Ancient Greece. There, the great Library of Alexandria was built in the
3rd century BCE. European civilizations suffered a collapse of literacy and organization
following the fall of Rome in CE 476.

In China, Confucius (551-479 BCE), of the State of Lu, was the country's most influential
ancient philosopher, whose educational outlook continues to influence the societies of China
and neighbours like Korea, Japan, and Vietnam. Confucius gathered disciples and searched in
vain for a ruler who would adopt his ideals for good governance, but his Analectic were
written down by followers and have continued to influence education in East Asia into the
modern era.

After the Fall of Rome, the Catholic Church became the sole preserver of literate scholarship
in Western Europe. The church established cathedral schools in the Early Middle Ages as
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centres of advanced education. Some of these establishments ultimately evolved
into medieval universities and forebears of many of Europe's modern universities. During the
High Middle Ages, Chartres Cathedral operated the famous and influential Chartres
Cathedral School. The medieval universities of Western Christendom were well-integrated
across all of Western Europe, encouraged freedom of inquiry, and produced a great variety of
fine scholars and natural philosophers, including Thomas Aquinas of the University of
Naples, Robert Grosseteste of the University of Oxford, an early expositor of a systematic
method of scientific experimentation, and Saint Albert the Great, a pioneer of biological field
research. Founded in 1088, the University of Boulogne is considered the first, and the oldest
continually operating university.

Usually, formal education takes place in a school environment with classrooms of multiple
students learning together with a trained, certified teacher of the subject. Most school systems
are designed around a set of values or ideals that govern all educational choices in that
system. Such choices include curriculum, organizational models, design of the
physical learning spaces (e.g. classrooms), student-teacher interactions, methods of
assessment, class size, educational activities, and more.

Schools that provide primary education, are mostly referred to asprimary
schools or elementary schools. Primary schools are often subdivided into infant schools.

In India, for example, compulsory education spans over twelve years, with eight years of
elementary education, five years of primary schooling and three years of upper primary
schooling. Various states in the republic of India provide 12 years of compulsory school
education based on a national curriculum framework designed by the National Council of
Educational Research and Training.

University education includes teaching, research, and social services activities, and it includes
both the undergraduate level (sometimes referred to as tertiary education) and
the graduate (or postgraduate) level (sometimes referred to as graduate school). Universities
are generally composed of several colleges. In the United States, universities can be private
and independent like Yale University; public and state-governed like the Pennsylvania State
System of Higher Education; or independent but state-funded like the University of Virginia.
Several career specific courses are now available to students through the Internet.

One type of university education is a liberal arts education, which can be defined as a
"college or university curriculum aimed at imparting broad general knowledge and
developing general intellectual capacities, in contrast to a professional, vocational, or
technical curriculum.” Although what is known today as liberal arts education began
in Europe, the term "liberal arts college” is more commonly associated with institutions in
the United States.
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Intelligence is an important factor in how the individual responds to education. Those who
have higher intelligence tend to perform better at school and go on to higher levels of
education. This effect is also observable in the opposite direction, in that education increases
measurable intelligence.

LEARNING METHODS AND MODALITIES

There has been much interest in learning modalities and styles over the last two decades. The
most commonly employed learning modalities are;

Visual: learning based on observation and seeing what is being learned.
Auditory: learning based on listening to instructions/information.
Kinesthesis: learning based on movement, e.g. hands-on work and engaging in activities.

CURRICULUM AND DISCIPLINE

In formal education, acurriculumis the set of courses and their content offered at
a school or university. As an idea, curriculum stems from the Latin word for race course,
referring to the course of deeds and experiences through which children grow to become
mature adults. A curriculum is prescriptive, and is based on a more general syllabus which
merely specifies what topics must be understood and to what level to achieve a particular
grade or standard.

An academic discipline is a branch of knowledge which is formally taught, either at the
university—or via some other such method. Each discipline usually has several sub-disciplines
or branches, and distinguishing lines are often both arbitrary and ambiguous. Examples of
broad areas of academic disciplines include the natural sciences, computer science, social
sciences, and humanities.

Educational institutions may incorporate fine arts as part of K-12 grade curricula or within
majors at colleges and universities as electives. The various types of fine arts are music,
dance, and theatre in the institutions of learning.
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