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Literature has always played a vital role in bringing about awareness about social, cultural 

political, and balancing ecology for better living of humans. Nature and man have been connected 

for years but under the name of development man is exploiting the earth for their selfish benefits, 

Barbara Kingsolver's Flight Behaviour explores ecological consciousness through the ecocritical 

lens of encountering a remarkable migration of butterflies. The abstract probes into the novel's 

portrayal of environmental upheaval, human-nature relationships, and the awakening of ecological 

awareness among the characters. It discusses Kingsolver's narrative strategies to intertwine 

personal and ecological crises, emphasizing the urgency of addressing environmental challenges. 

It highlights the novel's contribution to fostering ecological consciousness and its relevance in 

contemporary discussions on environmental stewardship. This paper attempts to explore the 

novel's contribution to contemporary discussions on climate change and environmental 

responsibility emphasizing the resonance of its message in our ever-evolving relationship with the 

natural world. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Barbara Kingsolver's Flight Behaviuor intricately weaves a narrative that explores the intersection 

of personal and ecological crises centering on the protagonist Dellarobia Turnbow. The story 

unfolds in rural Appalachia, where Dellarobia stumbles upon a captivating migration of monarch 

butterflies disrupted by climate change. Kingsolver deftly intertwines the plight of the butterflies 

with the challenges faced by Dellarobia offering a nuanced portrayal of the human-nature 

relationship. This paper explores themes of environmental responsibility, the intersection of science 

and belief, and the transformative power of ecological awareness. Barbara Kingsolver's novel 

Flight Behavior delves into the intricate relationship between human behavior and the natural 

world particularly through the lens of ecological consciousness. This paper aims to analyze the 

novel's portrayal of ecological issues its characters' evolving awareness and the broader 

implications for environmental stewardship. Through a thematic exploration, Kingsolver weaves a 

narrative that not only captivates readers but also prompts reflection on the urgent need for 

ecological consciousness in the face of environmental challenges. 

Flight Behaviour follows Dellarobia Turnbow, a twenty-eight-year-old housewife who lives in 

Feathertown, a fictional town in rural Tennessee, with her husband, Cub, and two children, Preston 

and Cordelia. Dellarobia is bound by her duty as a housewife and her marriage to Cub, whom she 

was forced to marry after becoming pregnant by mistake at the age of seventeen. Dellarobia's 

problems are exacerbated by her strained connection with her in-laws, Hester and Bear Turnbow. 

Dellarobia and Cub continue to reside on the Turnbow family's land because Cub continues to 

work on his parent's farm, forcing Dellarobia to constantly see Hester and fall under her judgmental 

eye. 

Dellarobia walks out to a mountain on the Turnbow family's property to meet Jimmy as she is not 

happy with her marriage so she plans to escape with him. Her shotgun marriage to Cub Turnbow at 

seventeen years old appeared to set her future in stone. She plans to commit an act of self-

destruction because she is tired and resentful of being a stay-at-home mother and farmer's wife.  On 

her journey there, she comes across a spectacular sight: a big blur of orange, almost like fire, 

floating over the mountain. Dellarobia interprets this as a hint to abandon her plans and comes 

home to inform her family of what she witnessed. When Dellarobia and Cub return to the area, they 

learn that the blur is a colony of monarch butterflies. 

As soon as Dellarobia lies at the neighbourhood church and claims that she saw the butterflies 

because of a dream she had, the word of the butterflies quickly travels, and she is praised as a 
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visionary. Travellers, journalists, and zealots of religion swarm the peak. But once Bear signs a 

contract to have loggers come and cut down the trees that give the butterflies a new home, the 

possibility of devastation becomes apparent. This is how humans make their decisions to fulfill 

their selfish motives and destroy the non-human world. The repercussions of climate change and 

deforestation are not confined to the butterflies but extend to the community's way of life. 

Dellarobia urges her husband to see the land first after learning that her father-in-law, Bear 

Turnbow, intends to sell the area where the butterflies had roosted to a logging business. Bear 

continues with the logging operation despite his doubts that it is God’s will because his family is in 

dire need of money. In the meantime, the Turnbow family starts charging for tours as visitors and 

tourists from all over the world come to their property to see the butterflies. Scientist Ovid Byron, 

one of the guests, approaches Dellarobia and informs her that he must research these butterflies. 

Normally, they move to Mexico, but after their homes were damaged by heavy floods brought on 

by logging, they decided to visit Feathertown. According to Ovid, the entrance of the butterflies 

portends a catastrophic outcome of global warming. 

When Ovid parks his makeshift lab on the Turnbow property, Dellarobia, Ovid, and Ovid's helpers 

start working together. They discover a great lot about their notable socioeconomic disparities in 

the process. Dellarobia has always been thought of as bright, but she knows that her village gave 

her a poor education as the focus was on becoming a farmer rather than attending college. 

Dellarobia, despite having little experience, manages to land a position with Ovid and develops a 

genuine interest in researching butterflies. In contrast to Cub, Ovid gains Dellarobia's admiration, 

and she starts to feel a crush on him. That ideal is abruptly dashed by the entrance of his wife, but 

Dellarobia's newfound ambition to strike out on her own and see if she can make a future for 

herself and her children. 

Bear relinquishes the logging contract with the help of the local preacher. Cub himself, and the 

Turnbow trail is turned into a butterfly sanctuary. A sudden winter storm nearly destroys the 

monarch colonies, but enough life emerges, in the end, to give optimism that the species will adapt 

and endure. Dellarobia, like the butterflies, wants to do the same, so she separates from her 

husband and relocates with her children to begin a new life. The butterflies gave her inspiration to 

adapt and adjust according to the situation. The discovery of the butterflies becomes a catalyst for 

her personal growth and self-discovery. Dellarobia undergoes a profound transformation 

throughout the novel. As Dellarobia becomes more involved in understanding the butterflies and 

their ecological significance she gains a sense of empowerment. Her journey becomes a metaphor 
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for the broader theme of individuals finding their voices and agency in the face of environmental 

challenges.   

Hester serves as a mentor figure to Dellarobia guiding her in understanding the ecological 

implications of the butterflies' presence. Hester's wisdom contributes to Dellarobia's personal and 

ecological awakening. Hester's commitment to environmental activism influences Dellarobia's 

perspective, inspiring her to engage in a deeper understanding of the world around her and the 

impact of human actions on nature. 

The butterflies serve as a powerful symbol of ecological imbalance. Their presence in the wrong 

location signals a disruption in the natural order reflecting broader environmental issues. The 

migration of the butterflies becomes a metaphor for the consequences of climate change and human 

interference in the natural world. Kingsolver weaves in the theme of climate change and its impact 

on ecosystems. The butterflies unexpected presence highlights the vulnerability of nature in the 

face of human-induced environmental changes. The novel encourages readers to reflect on the real-

world consequences of climate change and the need for collective responsibility and action. 

The story emphasizes the importance of community engagement and shared responsibility in 

addressing environmental challenges.  

    The characters' interactions reflect the interconnectedness of individuals and their impact on the 

environment. The characters' efforts to scientifically understand the butterfly phenomenon 

underscore the importance of education and awareness in addressing ecological issues. Scientific 

knowledge becomes a tool for empowerment and advocacy. Flight Behaviour is a compelling 

narrative that blends character development with environmental themes, urging readers to consider 

their role in the larger ecological context. Kingsolver The butterflies central to the novel's 

symbolism play a significant role in the conclusion. Their presence and behavior serve as a 

reflection of the changing climate and the delicate balance of nature. The butterflies also symbolize 

adaptation and resilience in the face of adversity which inspires Dellarobia.  Kingsolver talks about 

the interconnectedness of human lives and the environment emphasizing the need for a collective 

ecological consciousness to address environmental challenges. Dellarobia faces in embracing her 

newfound ecological consciousness. This may involve societal expectations personal limitations 

and the resistance encountered by those around her. Understanding these challenges adds depth to 

the character's journey and highlights the intricacies involved in fostering ecological awareness. 

Through rich storytelling. Kingsolver prompts readers to reflect on the interconnectedness of 
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individual choices and global ecological consequences. Flight Behaviour becomes a powerful 

narrative tool for fostering environmental awareness illustrating how the threads of personal 

narratives can be woven into the broader fabric of ecological consciousness. In an era marked by 

unprecedented environmental challenges and the pressing need for global ecological awareness 

literature serves as a powerful medium through which we can explore, understand, and reflect upon 

our relationship with the natural world. 

 

Conclusion 

Flight Behaviour focuses on the environment and how climate change has damaged the globe and 

continues to wreak devastation and unpredictable shifts. At the same time, the narrative depicts the 

conflict between environmental protection and individual livelihood. Flight Behaviour is more than 

a novel it is a testament to the transformative power of literature in fostering ecological 

consciousness. It challenges us to perceive the world not as a collection of disconnected stories but 

as an intricately woven tapestry where our actions reverberate through the delicate threads of 

nature. As we turn the pages of Kingsolver's masterpiece we are reminded that like the butterflies 

in flight our collective consciousness has the potential to soar to new heights fostering a 

harmonious relationship between humanity and the planet we call home. The conclusion of Flight 

Behaviour by Barbara Kingsolver brings together the novel's thematic elements offering a poignant 

and hopeful resolution. It encourages readers to consider their relationship with the environment 

the consequences of human actions and the potential for positive change through collective effort 

and personal growth. By tracing Dellarobia's evolution, the novel not only tells a compelling story 

but also invites readers to contemplate their own relationship with the environment urging a 

collective shift towards a more conscious and sustainable coexistence with the natural world. 
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